Jacket, $12,840, shoes,
$1,990, hat, $2,170, all
CHANEL, 1300 242 635;
stockings, stylist’s own;
on Tonkin’s right hand: slim
ring, $1,950, ring, $3,500,
on Tonkin’s left hand: ring,
$3,500, all CHANEL COCO
CRUSH, 1300 242 635

girl
on
film
ACTOR,
ACTIVIST,
CHANEL
AMBASSADOR:

Phoebe Tonkin
WEARS MANY
HATS, BUT IT’S
THE ONE OF
“FRIEND” THAT
SHE VALUES
THE MOST
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Jacket, $16,550, hat,
$2,170, both CHANEL,
1300 242 635; ring,
$3,500, CHANEL COCO
CRUSH, 1300 242 635
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Skirt, $12,450, shoes,
$1,040, hat, $2,170, all
CHANEL, 1300 242 635;
top, stockings, both stylist’s own
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I don’t say this from personal
experience, just from the
evidence: her decade-long
friendship with fellow actor
Teresa Palmer, which
blossomed on a road trip
to Coachella; her support
for Ilona Hamer and
Peta Heinsen that saw
her make her runway debut
for their brand Matteau;
her enduring bond with
H²0: Just Add Water co-star
Claire Holt, who has also
acted with her in The
Vampire Diaries and its
spin-off, The Originals.

b

ut Tonkin says she’s the fortunate one. “I’m really lucky
that I have some beautiful, wonderful friends and we
support each other, and I can’t imagine a world in
which we wouldn’t,” the Australian actor says. “My friends are
a strong, feisty, supportive, goal-oriented and balanced group
of women. They all collectively inspire me in different ways.”
Environmental activism is one of those ways: meeting actor,
doula and campaigner Carson Meyer at a Chanel party kicked
off Tonkin’s lobbying journey, which involved learning pages
of dry facts and figures to put pressure on California’s congress
to ban an agricultural pesticide that can cause serious health
effects in children (it worked; its sale is now prohibited). Of
Australia’s bushfire emergency, Tonkin says: “It’s heartbreaking,
but it’s inspiring to see the country working together. A few months
ago I went to [Queensland’s] Heron Island with the Climate
Council, and the big takeaway was that we are in a climate crisis
right now, and there isn’t enough being done. It’s too late for small
changes – we need to look at bigger ways to make a difference,
like pressuring banks to stop investing in coalmines.”
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Then there’s her focus on social issues, which saw her star
in the SBS drama Safe Harbour. In it, she played one of a group
of Australians enjoying a sailing holiday when they come across
a boat of asylum seekers – leading to mixed opinions on the
politics of helping them out.
It’s fair to say Tonkin, who turned 30 last July, has found
her feet, not only as an activist but in life in general. “I’m really
excited to see 30 now. I don’t think I would be in such a healthy
place in my life if I hadn’t gone through periods of adversity.
The past four years or so have seen a wild array of changes.
I’m excited to see what else is in store.”
Those changes included the end of her four-year relationship
with The Vampire Diaries co-star Paul Wesley, as well as the
end of The Originals’ five-season run. A new chapter began:
“From then on I was able to be more selective, and really go for
projects I was passionate about, and really fight for characters
I wanted to play. That included Bloom.”
Tonkin’s starring role on the Stan series, in which she
shares the part of Gwen with Jacki Weaver (elderly Gwen
eats a mysterious plant and regains her younger body), brings
up all kinds of interesting questions about second chances.
“There are definitely things in my life I would love to revisit
with the knowledge and maturity and understanding I have
as I get older,” Tonkin reflects. “But those experiences are just
foundation blocks for who you end up being. So I like to
look back without any regrets.”
In her post-Originals creative flourishing, Tonkin also wrote
and directed a short film, Furlough, which she’s putting the
finishing touches on. “I grew a little frustrated as an actress
waiting for the phone to ring,” she says. Yet acting’s downsides
have their positives, too. “You learn very quickly to be okay
with rejection and disappointment, but it still doesn’t make it
any easier,” she says. “The number of times I’ve got a phone
call, had a little cry and then wiped away the tears, and in
the same day had to learn another 10 pages of dialogue for
another audition I may not get... But it does make you really
resilient. You’re stronger for it.”
The role of Chanel ambassador, however, was one she
was born for. Her gamine look is reminiscent of the ’50s
and ’60s icons of Nouvelle Vague cinema – a movement that
inspired Chanel’s new artistic director Virginie Viard for her
SS20 collection, which Tonkin wears in our shoot. “Virginie
Viard styles for a woman who’s androgynous, but not entirely
– a woman who still likes to feel feminine and classic,” says
Tonkin, adding of our cover story: “This was probably my
favourite shoot to date.” She wears it well. >

Words: Hannah James

Phoebe Tonkin
is a good friend.
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Hat, $2,170, CHANEL,
1300 242 635
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beauty note
True ingénue beauty starts with
nourishing skin prep.
TRY L’eau Micellaire, $32, La Solution 10
De Chanel, $66, both CHANEL,
1300 242 635

Jumpsuit, $13,200, CHANEL,
1300 242 635; on Tonkin’s
right hand: slim ring, $1,950,
ring, $3,500, on Tonkin’s
left hand: ring, $3,500, all
CHANEL COCO CRUSH,
1300 242 635

Dress, $10,330, shoes, $1,990,
both CHANEL, 1300 242 635;
hat, $930, MAISON MICHEL,
michel-paris.com; stockings,
stylist’s own; on Tonkin’s right
hand (from top): ring, $1,950,
ring, approx. $2,000, ring,
approx. $2,000, ring, $1,950,
on Tonkin’s left hand: wide ring,
$4,750, ring $3,500, all CHANEL
COCO CRUSH, 1300 242 635
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Jacket, $12,840, hat, $2,170,
both CHANEL, 1300 242 635;
slim ring, $1,950, ring, $3,500,
both CHANEL COCO CRUSH,
1300 242 635

TERESA PALMER: You balance a highly successful
slash career: actor/director/writer/ambassador/
activist, etc. Did Baby Tonks always envision
having so many different passions?
Probably. I was a very restless kid, and always
wanted to try everything and see everything and
experience everything. I wasn’t really set on one
particular career from a young age.
PALMER: When are you happiest?
When I know everyone I love is healthy
and happy. In a more superficial sense,
I’m probably happiest by the ocean.
CARSON MEYER: What’s your
WE HAND THE
favourite character you’ve played?
INTERVIEW OVER
Olivia in Safe Harbour. It was
TO PHOEBE
a wonderful experience.
TONKIN’S
MEYER: What is your dream role?
FRIENDS AND
I’d love to do something set in a different
FAMILY
era, probably the Victorian era. If I could
go to London and do a BBC series for
the rest of my life, I’d be very happy.
MEYER: As an environmental activist, you inspire
so many to do their part. What are three things
we can do to support the health of our planet?
Good question! First, make conscious choices
each day. Try to reduce single-use plastic –
common-sense things like refilling your water
bottle. Second, walk more and travel by car less.
Walking helps you get fit, and transport creates
a lot of pollution. And the biggest one: educate
yourself on where your money’s going. We all need
to be aware of what our banks are doing and
where our money is invested. Money talks, and
it’s a powerful tool we have as consumers.
BELLA HEATHCOTE: How do you bounce
back after a life stumble?
By acknowledging that we all make mistakes. The
big thing I’ve heard from my friends in their thirties
is “Just do the work”. That involves getting to know
yourself, and knowing your triggers, and knowing
what your strengths are, what your faults are – but
not punishing yourself. Self-judgement is such a big
thing I do and it’s unhealthy. I try to breathe through
these things as opposed to reacting to them.
LARA WORTHINGTON: We often discuss
the importance of utilising our platform
for the highest good. If Instagram was ending
tomorrow, what would your final post be?
Something expressing my love and gratitude, sending
good energy for the future for everyone. And being
very grateful that Instagram doesn’t exist anymore
– it makes us waste so much time on our phones!

woman to
woman
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JANE TONKIN (PHOEBE’S MUM): Growing
up, was there a light-bulb moment when you
saw acting as a career?
I fell in love with the community of acting and
storytelling more than I fell in love with a TV show
or play. When I got into the Australian Theatre For
Young People at age 11 or 12, I fell in love with the
whole experience. It was my first foray into this
world of people I related to – people who were
a little quirkier, saw things a little deeper. If I could
have stayed there forever, I would have, but
unfortunately there’s an age cut-off!
JANE TONKIN: Who do you aspire to meet?
Greta Thunberg. She’s really the face of activism
at a young age.
ABBY TONKIN (PHOEBE’S SISTER): If you
could reprise a character from any movie or
show from the past three decades and play
them, who would it be?
I wouldn’t even dare touch it, because no-one
could ever improve on this performance, but
Fleabag. She’s the greatest character written
in a very long time. Watching the first season
was the first time I had seen this super-messy,
super-complicated, super-badly behaved
heroine. We’re in this era where we’re trying
to showcase strong women and I think sometimes
we’ve taken that too far – we should still
represent women in a bunch of different ways.
Sometimes women aren’t perfect; sometimes
they’re complicated and flawed. Fleabag was
the first character like that I’d seen in a really
long time. It’s super relatable.
ABBY TONKIN: What was the biggest lesson
you learnt from growing up as a big sister?
Not to be too proud to sometimes act like
a little sister and ask you to be the bigger sister.
You’ve always been so amazing and protective
and supportive of me, and that’s taught me that
it’s okay to ask for help sometimes, even if you
feel like it’s not your role.
ABBY TONKIN: If you’re lucky enough to have
a daughter one day, what’s one thing you hope
she gets to experience that we did growing up?
We got to travel a lot, and that really shaped both
of us. We both live on the other side of the world
from where we grew up, and that’s because from
a young age, we were taught the world is large,
and that we don’t need to stay in a small town and
stay with the same friends and careers for the rest
of our lives – we should explore. I hope to offer that
same kind of upbringing to my own children. E
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Dress, $78,520, hat, $2,170,
both CHANEL, 1300 242 635;
stockings, ribbon, both stylist’s own
TRY Les Beiges Eau De Tint, $54,
Le Liner De Chanel in Ultra Brun,
$60, Le Volume Stretch De Chanel
Mascara in Noir, $56, La Palette
Sourcils De Chanel in Dark, $92,
Le Gel Sourcils, $28, Rouge Allure
Ink Fusion in Mauvy Nude, $53,
all CHANEL, 1300 242 635
Dress, $27,180, shoes,
$1,990, hat, $2,170, brooch
(on hat), $1,550, all
CHANEL, 1300 242 635;
stockings, stylist’s own
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Photography: Georges Antoni at
Artist Group. Hair: Daren Borthwick
at Artist Group. Makeup: Victoria
Baron for Chanel. Manicure: Jocelyn
Petroni for Chanel. Special thanks to
Restaurant Hubert, Sydney
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