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DESTINATION ® TASMANIA

WALK WITH
WOMBATS

ESCAPE ROUTE

MARIA ISLAND, TASMANIA

MARIA ISLAND
GETTING THERE
Jetstar flies to Hobart. jetstar.com
The Maria Island Walk, from $2400 a
person, departs daily from Hobart
October 1-May 1. A three-day, two-night
lodge-based Winter Escape is $1390 a
person available June 1-August 31.

Maria Island’s endearing wildlife can’t fail to delight
Ambling along Reidle
Beach on Maria Island.

HANNAH JAMES

MORE
mariaislandwalk.com.au
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‘I

really want to see a
wombat,” I suggest timidly
to the two guides who will
accompany our group on
this four-day walk. They can
barely suppress their smiles.
“I think we can manage that,” one
says dryly.
The reason for their amusement is
soon obvious. After our first wombat
sighting at lunch on Day 1 – a mother
and baby trundling through the
undergrowth – by that same
afternoon we’re practically tripping
over the cuddly-looking beasts.
Maria Island’s abundance of
animals means this walk has just
been named one of Tourism
Australia’s 12 exceptional wildlife
experiences – but that’s just one of the
many reasons to walk the island.
Here are more.

THE PACE

THE WINE

If you’re worried you’re not fit enough
for a four-day walk, don’t be: the
guides ensure there are plenty of
breaks, the backpacks are light and
the terrain is mostly flat. And there’s
expert help on hand to treat any
potential blisters. Do break in your
boots beforehand, though.

THE FOOD
Three-course dinners every night
more than make up for calories
burned during the day. A partial list of
the dishes served – all cooked in camp
kitchens – on my trip: scallop and
saffron risotto; summer berry
pudding; quail; duck sausages;
and chocolate torte with cream and
berry coulis. And you can fill any gaps
with lollies, chocolate and biscuits for
morning and afternoon tea.

THE ISOLATION

It’s delicious, it’s local and there’s
plenty of it – as much as you can
manage, in fact, bearing in mind that
you have to get up early and go
bushwalking tomorrow. Hmmm …

that speak eloquently of eras gone
by. The ruined buildings are
evocative, but it’s the stories of the
people that linger. One island
character you’ll hear about is the
Italian immigrant Diego Bernacchi,
whose perennially unsuccessful
business ventures damaged but
never defeated him (and who built
the house you sleep in on the walk’s
final night).

From the moment you get dropped off
by boat on to a deserted white beach,
you’ll see almost no one other than
your group until your final day.

THE VIEWS
THE LIVING QUARTERS
The first night is spent in a camp
nestled in a bracken-fronded
woodland between two white-sand
beaches. The wooden-framed,
canvas-walled huts you sleep in are
comfortable, if compact – and,
crucially, have proper mattresses. You
might baulk initially at the bush
showers but you are hiking, after all.
And any perceived hardship melts
away on the last night, when you tuck
yourself into bed, complete with hotwater bottles, in a beautifully restored
historic home, Bernacchi House.

From the boat trip across from tiny
Triabunna to deserted Shoal Bay on
Day 1, to the Painted Cliffs of striated
sandstone, the lookout at the top of
Bishop and Clerk mountain, and the
final day’s stroll around historic
Darlington, Maria Island is possessed
of endlessly spectacular vistas.

THE GUIDES
They’re thoughtful, kind and the sort
of people you’d want around in a
crisis. They also know an awful lot
about Maria Island – its flora, fauna,
history and colourful characters. And,
to top it all off, they’re excellent cooks.

THE HISTORY
From the optional Robeys’ Farm walk
on Day 1 to the whole convict
settlement of Darlington, frozen in
time 100 years or so ago, the four days
of the walk are replete with buildings

THE WRITER WAS A GUEST OF
THE MARIA ISLAND WALK.
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20 Nights Singapore to Sydney

Sydney to Hawaii Special via French Polynesia
Price from $2999PP

Price from $3099PP

Hawaiian Islands

Norway, Iceland & Great Britain

Carnival Spirit • 20 Nts • 05 June 2018

Carnival Legend • 21 Nts • 03 April 2018

Pride of America • 10 Nts • 01 December 2017

Norwegian Jade • 19 Nts • 16 August 2017

Price from $1999PP

Price from $3799PP

• FREE ﬂight from
Sydney to Singapore
• 1 night stay in Singapore
• 19 night cruise from
Singapore visiting
Phuket, Bali (Benoa),
Komodo Island,
Darwin, Airlie Beach,
Gladstone and Sydney
• All meals and
entertainment onboard
• Complimentary
gratuities

• 18 night cruise from
Sydney visiting Noumea,
Port Denarau (Fiji),
Cross International
Dateline, Papeete,
Moorea, Bora Bora and
Honolulu
• All meals and
entertainment onboard
• Complimentary gratuities
• 2 nights stay in Honolulu
• Flight from Honolulu to
Sydney

• Return ﬂights from Sydney
• 1 night stay in Waikiki
• 7 night cruise from Honolulu
visiting Kahului (Maui 2 days/
1 night), Hilo, Kona, Nawiliwili
(Kauai 1.5 days/1 night) and
Honolulu
• All meals and entertainment
onboard
• Choose from Free speciality
dining package/Free Wi-Fi
package or Free shore
excursion credit (*cond apply)
• 1 night stay in Waikiki
Upgrade to an Oceanview
Cabin from $299 and
choose 2 offers!

• Return flights from Sydney
• 2 night stay in London
• 14 night cruise from
Southampton visiting
Bergen, Alesund, Lerwick,
Reykjavik (1.5 days/ 1 night),
Akureyri, Kirkwall (Orkney
Isles), Invergordon, Newhaven
(Edinburgh), Newcastle (Tyne)
and Southampton
• All meals and
entertainment onboard
• FREE Ultimate Beverage
Package

Web Search Ref: CARSP0506

Web Search Ref: CCLD0304B

Web Search Ref: NCLPOA0112

Web Search Ref: NCLJD1608

Alaska and the Canadian Rockies
Price from $4099PP

Highlights of Alaska & Japan
Price from $4599PP

Ultimate Caribbean with New York and Niagara Tour

Machu Picchu & South America Passage

Celebrity Millennium • 13 Nts • 28 August 2017

ms Volendam • 23 Nts • 26 September 2017

Vision of the Seas • 21 Nts • 18 October 2017

ms Zaandam • 26 Nts • 08 November 2017

Web Search Ref: CELML2808T

Service Rating:

Price from $6599PP

Upgrade to an Oceanview
cabin from $299

• Return flights from Sydney
• 4 night escorted tour of New York,
Philadelphia, Washington and
Niagara Falls
• Highlights include: Statue of Liberty,
White House, Niagara Falls and so
much more
• 1 night stay at Newark
• 14 night cruise from Cape Liberty
visiting, Labadee, Kralendijk
(Bonaire), Willemstad (Curacao),
Oranjestad (Aruba), George Town
(Grand Cayman), Cozumel, Puerto
Costa Maya, Yucatan (Progreso) and
Galveston (Texas).
• All meals and entertainment onboard
• Complimentary gratuities worth
$245pp
• Transfer to Houston (IAH) for the
flight home

• All flights from Sydney
• 2 nights stay in Santiago
• 6 night/ 7 day escorted tour from Lima
visiting Cusco and Machu Picchu including
accommodation, daily breakfast, English
speaking guides, transfers and more
• Highlights include: Lima tour, Cusco tour,
Lost City of the Incas and so much more!
• 1 night stay in Santiago
• 14 night cruise from Valparaiso (Santiago)
visiting Puerto Montt, Puerto Chacabuco,
cruise the Chilean Fjords, Canal Sarmiento
& Strait of Magellan to Punta Arenas,
cruise Cockburn/Beagle Channel &
Glacier Alley to Ushuaia, cruise Cape Horn
to Falkland Islands, Montevideo and
Buenos Aires (put overnight in port)
• All meals and entertainment onboard
• Up to US$75 onboard credit
• 1 night stay in Buenos Aires

Web Search Ref: HALVO2609JT

Web Search Ref: RCVI1810T

Web Search Ref: HALX763MP

• Return flights from Sydney
• 1 night stay in Vancouver
• 16 night cruise from Vancouver
visiting Ketchikan, Juneau, Glacier Bay
(scenic cruising), Dutch Harbor, Cross
International Dateline, Kushiro, Hakodate
and Yokohama
• All meals and entertainment onboard
• 5 night / 6 day escorted tour of Tokyo,
Kanagawa, Yamanasi, Mt. Fuji, Lake
Yamanaka, Shizuoka, Toyohasi, Kyoto
& Osaka
• Highlights include: Osaka Castle Garden,
Fushimi Inari Shrine, Temples, Local Tea
House, Lake Yamanaka, Mt. Fuji, Great
Buddha of Kamakura plus so much more!

• Return flights from Sydney
• 4 night / 5 day escorted tour of
Calgary, Columbia Icefield, Banff,
Moraine Lake, Lake Louise,
Kamloops Salmon Arm, Whistler
and Vancouver
• Highlights include: Jasper National
Park, Lake Louise, city tour of
Vancouver and so much more
• 7 night cruise from Vancouver
cruising the Inside Passage to Icy
Strait Point, cruising the Hubbard
Glacier to Juneau, Ketchikan,
cruise the Inside Passage back to
Vancouver
• All meals and entertainment
onboard
• Complimentary gratuities aboard
the cruise ship

Price from $4599PP

Call today on 1300 947 234
Check out these and 1000’s more offers at www.cruise1st.com.au/press-offers

Quote

SYDNEY

Cruise1st Opening Hours:

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

All prices are ‘from prices’ and are per person, based on a twin share and were correct at time of going to print, are valid for new bookings only and are subject to change. Prices are inclusive of taxes and port charges. Transfers and gratuities may not be included in the price, check at time of booking. Visas are required for certain destinations, and are the responsibility of the customer.
Cruise1st recommends all travellers purchase travel insurance at time of booking. Itineraries, including hotels, airlines and advertised prices are subject to availability and subject to change/increase at any time. Airfares are based on economy flights. Crossing International Dateline may gain/lose a day of cruise. *Conditions apply refer to NCL Free at Sea offer.
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